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LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASC, PDIP, US, VM 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN YACHT BRILLIG 

1 . HAM RADIO OPERATORS CONFIRMED EARLY THIS MORNING 
WASHINGTON TIME THAT THE BRILLIG HAD PUT TO SEA AND WAS PRO- 
CEEDING TO SINAPORE. SIGNALS FROM YACHT INDICATED CREW AND 
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VESSEL WERE IN GOOD CONDITION. CREW ESTIMATED THEY WOULD 
REACH SINGAPORE IN 4-6 DAYS. AS OF COB TODAY. A U.S. 

NAV VESSEL HAD REACHED THE BRILLIG AND HAD OFFERED 
ASSISTANCE. IT ALSO REPORTED CREW AND YACHT IN GOOD SHAPE. 

2. ON JANUARY 12 U.S. NETWORKS AIRED AN INTERVIEW FILMED 
IN HO CHI MINH CITY DECEMBER 22 IN WHICH CREW APPEARED TO 
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ADMIT POSSESSION OF LARGE AMOUNTS OF MARIJUANA. THE VIETNA- 
MESE DECISION TO LET CREW GO WITHOUT PAYING A LARGE FINE 
FOR SUCH ALLEGED VIOLATIONS WAS PROBABLY BASED ON REALIZA- 
TION THAT FURTHER DETENTION OF THE CREW COULD RESULT IN 
SERIOUS DAMAGE TO US-SRV RELATIONS AND THAT HOLDING THE 
CREW INCOMMUNICADO FOR SO LONG HAD WEAKENED THEIR CASE. 
THEY MAY NOW ATTEMPT TO PORTRAY THE CREW'S RELEASE AS A 
"GOODWILL GESTURE ". 

3. GIVEN THE RELEASE OF THE CREW AND VESSEL AND VIETNAMESE 
DECISION TO FOREGO FINE, WE WOULD NOW PREFER TO PUT THIS 

MATTER BEHIND US. WE WILL REFRAIN FROM FURTHER PUBLIC 
COMMENT ON THE VIETNAMESE HANDLING OF THE BRILLIG. IN 
ADDITION, WE WILL NOT REACT TO ATTEMPTS TO CHARACTERIZE THE 
RELEASE AS A GOOD WILL GESTURE. 

4. FOR SINGAPORE: APPROPRIATE, LOW-KEY ASSISTANCE SHOULD 
BE ACCORDED THE CREW ON ARRIVAL. 

5. FOLLOWING ARE RELEVANT EXCERPTS FROM GUIDANCE PREPARED 
FOR DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN JANUARY 13 IN ANTICIPATION OF 
QUESTIONS RE FILMED INTERVIEW: 

Q: TELEVISION FILMS TAKEN OF THE CREW IN SAIGON REVEALED 
THAT THE CREW DID HAVE A LARGE AMOUNT OF MARIJUANA ABOARD 
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AT THE TIME OF THEIR CAPTURE. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

DO YOU SEE THE VIETNAMESE DECISION TO FREE THE CREW WITH- 
OUT FORCING THEM TO PAY A FINE AS A "GOODWILL GESTURE" 

TO THE UNITED STATES? 

A: AS WE HAVE SAID BEFORE, WE ARE NOT GOING TO COMMENT 
ON ANY ASPECT OF ALLEGATIONS AGAINST THE CREW AND I AM 
NOT GOING TO SPECULATE ON POSSIBLE FACTORS WHICH MAY HAVE 
INFLUENCED THE VIETNAMESE TO FREE THE CREW. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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